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1 . FRONT PAGE OF AUGUST 16 WASHINGTON POST FEATURES 
ARTICLE BY DON OBERDORFER ENTITLED "U.S. RELEASES $26 
MILLION IN ZAIRE AID,” SUB-CAPTIONED "ANGOLA ALSO PRAISED 
FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN BORDER RELATIONS.” 


2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OBERDORFER ARTICLE: QUOTE: 

THREE MONTHS AFTER AN ANGOLA-BASED INVASION OF ZAIRE 
THREATENED TO TOUCH OFF A PROXY WAR OF EAST AND WEST, 
THOSE TWO AFRICAN NATIONS ARE PATCHING UP THEIR PROBLEMS 
PEACEFULLY AND THE UNITED STATES HAS DECIDED TO DISPLAY 
ITS APPROVAL BY RELEASING $26 MILLION IN PREVIOUSLY 
WITHHELD AID TO ZAIRE. 


STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAID THE DECISION, MADE 
IN RECENT DAYS, WILL RELEASE $18 MILLION IN FOOD AID 
AND $8 MILLION IN SECURITY SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE TO 
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ZAIRE. THEY SAID THIS WAS DONE AFTER PRESIDENT MOBUTU 


SESE SEKO MADE "SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS AND GOOD FAITH EF- 
FORTS" TO MEET THREE U.S. AND WESTERN EUROPEAN CONDITIONS: 
NEGOTIATE A BORDER PACT WITH ANGOLA, IMPROVE THE STATUS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS, AND TAKE STEPS TO CURB CORRUPTION. 
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NO TANGIBLE GESTURES OF APPROVAL FOR ANGOLA HAVE BEEN 
MADE IN RECOGNITION OF THAT COUNTRY'S WILLINGNESS TO IM- 
PROVE RELATIONS WITH ZAIRE AND TO DISCOURAGE ANY REPETI 
TION OF THE CROSS-BORDER RAIDS THAT ALARMED WASHINGTON 
EARLIER THIS YEAR. BUT ANGOLA HAS BEEN TOLD OF AMERICAN 
APPROVAL AND SUPPORT FOR ITS RECENT ACTIONS, OFFICIALS 

SAID, AND THEY DID NOT RULE OUT SOME MATERIAL U.S. STEPS THE ZAIRE RAPPROCEMENT CONTINUES. 

THE MOVES BY THE TWO AFRICAN STATES TO DEFUSE THEIR CON- 
FLICT ARE A FAR CRY FROM THE EAST- WEST INVECTIVE AND 
THREATS OF EXPANDING OUTSIDE INTERVENTION WHICH DOMINATED 
THE WORLD PRESS IN THE WAKE OF THE ATTACK INTO ZAIRE S 
SHABA PROVINCE THREE MONTHS AGO THIS WEEK. IN CONTRAST 
WITH THAT PUBLIC ALARM IN WASHINGTON AND ELSEWHERE, THE 
STRIDES TOWARD HARMONIOUS RELATIONS HAVE RECEIVED ONLY 
MODEST ATTENTION. 

THERE IS NO CONSENSUS AMONG WASHINGTON OFFICIALS ABOUT 
ALL THE REASONS FOR THE FAVORABLE TURN OF EVENTS OR HOW 
PERMANENT IT IS LIKELY TO BE. 

A WHITE HOUSE POLICYMAKER SAID IT IS IN SOVIET AND CUBAN 
INTEREST TO COOL OFF THE RECURRENT INSURGENCIES FROM 
ZAIRE TARGETED AGAINST ANGOLA. ANGOLAN PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO 
NETO HAS ENJOYED SOVIET AND CUBAN SUPPORT AND HAS IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 207579 

RECENT WEEKS REACHED A WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAY THE NEW 
INITIATIVE WITH ZAIRE APPEARS TO BE PRIMARILY DUE TO NETO'S 
DECISION RATHER THAN CUBAN OR SOVIET INFLUENCE. 

THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT U.S. AND EUROPEAN PRES- 
SURE ON MOBUTU WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN ZAIRE’S DECISION 
TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBOR. THIS PRESSURE 
AROSE FROM WASHINGTON'S CONCLUSION THAT A POLITICAL SOLU- 
TION WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE IN THE SHORT RUN THAN MIL- 
ITARY ACTION IN HELPING RESTORE SECURITY TO MINERAL- 
RICH SHABA PROVINCE. 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS IDEA, WASHINGTON TOOK A SURPRISINGLY 
TOUGH STAND IN THE PARIS AND BRUSSELS MEETINGS OF CON- 
CERNED WESTERN NATIONS IN JUNE, INSISTING ON IMPROVED 
RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA AS ONE OF THE THREE CONDITIONS OF 
ANY U.S. EMERGENCY AID TO ZAIRE. PRESIDENT CARTER BACKED 
UP THIS STAND WITH A PERSONAL LETTER TO MOBUTU, AND 
OTHER WESTERN LEADERS DID THE SAME. 

SAID A CONGRESSIONAL OBSERVER OF THE RECENT ANGOLA-ZAIRE 
MANEUVERINGS: "IT'S NOT SO MUCH THIS WAS PLANNED 
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AS IT IS A MARK OF HOW SWIFTLY THINGS CHANGE IN AFRICA." 

THE FIRST IMPORTANT MOVE TOWARD A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF 
THE BORDER PROBLEMS WAS A LITTLE-NOTICED DECLARATION BY 
ANGOLA'S NETO ON JUNE 3 THAT REBELS RETURNING FROM RAIDS 
INTO ZAIRE WOULD BE DISARMED. U.S. OFFICIALS WERE SKEP- 
TICAL AT THE TIME, BUT THEY NOW SAY THERE IS EVIDENCE 
THAT THIS IS BEING DONE. 

THERE ARE ALSO CLEAR INDICATIONS, ACCORDING TO THE OFFIC- 
IALS. THAT NETO IS MAKING GOOD ON A SUBSEQUENT PROMISE TO 
BEGIN MOVING AN ESTIMATED 200,000 ZAIRIAN REFUGEES INTO 
NEW CAMPS IN THE ANGOLAN INTERIOR, AWAY FROM THE BORDER 
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WHICH THEY HAVE CROSSED IN THE PAST ON RECURRENT RAIDS 
INTO THEIR HOMELAND. 

CUBA, WHICH WAS ACCUSED BY THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION OF 
EQUIPPING AND TRAINING THE ANGOLAN-BASED INSURGENTS FOR 
THE MAY 12-13 CROSS-BORDER RAID INTO ZAIRE, HAS HAD 
LITTLE OR NOTHING TO SAY ABOUT THE NETO GOVERNMENT'S 
RECENT ACTIONS IN DISARMING AND MOVING THE REFUGEES. ABOUT 
THE CLOSEST IT HAS COME WAS A HAVANA RADIO DISPATCH LAST 
WEEK REPORTING THAT NETO HAS PLEDGED TO PROVIDE THE REFU- 
GEES FROM ZAIRE WITH "PROTECTION, WORTHY WORK AND SUB- 
SISTENCE OPPORTUNITIES." 

ZAIRE, FOR ITS PART, IS EXPECTED TO TRY TO SEAL ITS BORDER 
AGAINST INSURGENT GROUPS WHICH HAVE OPERATED FROM ZAIRIAN 
TERRITORY TO ATTACK THE RULING REGIME IN ANGOLA. STATE 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAID THERE APPEARS TO BE NO 
TRUTH IN PRESS REPORTS THAT MOBUTU HAS ARRESTED JONAS 
SAVIMBI. LEADER OF THE UNION FOR THE TOTAL INDEPENDENCE 
OF ANGOLA (UNITA), THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THE INSURGENT 

GROUPS. BUT THE OFFICIALS CITE MOBUTU'S WILLINGNESS TO 
AGREE TO A BORDER VERIFICATION GROUP FROM OTHER AFRICAN 
STATES AS A SIGN OF HIS SINCERITY IN SEEKING TO CURB 
ZAIRE-BASED BORDER RAIDS. 

THE RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN ANGOLA AND ZAIRE WAS WORKED 
OUT IN A SERIES OF MEETINGS STARTING LATE LAST IN 
SEVERAL NEUTRAL CAPITALS OF AFRICA AND IN VISITS BY 
ANGOLAN AND ZAIRIAN EMISSARIES TO EACH OTHER'S CAPITALS. 

THE UNITED STATES PLAYED A SMALL ROLE, ACCORDING TO 
OFFICIALS HERE, IN PROVIDING A COMMUNICATIONS LINK BETWEEN 
THE TWO FORMERLY HOSTILE NEIGHBORS IN THEIR EARLIEST 
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MEETINGS. END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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